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Guildford  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*J.  E.  HAINE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  (part-time)  : 

*NORA  JOHNS,  M.B.,  B.SJLond.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  W.  WILTON,  F.S.I.,  M.Inst.M.  & Cy.E. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

K.  H.  LYNAS,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.,  A.M.I.S.E., 
(Returned  from  Military  Service,  22/10/45). 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  R.S.I.  Cert,  for  Meat  Inspection,  R.S.I.  Cert,  for  Smoke 
Inspectors,  R.S.I.  Sanitary  Science  (Public  Buildings  and  Works). 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

No.  1 District : 

E.  A.  SMITH,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.,  A.Inst.S.E.  (left  1/9/45). 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  R.S.I.  Cert,  for  Meat  Inspection,  R.S.I.  Cert,  for  Hygiene  and 

Sanitation. 

E.  C.  W.  GOULD,  M. R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (commenced  1/11/45). 

No.  2 District : 

G.  H.  C.  TAYLOR,  M.R.I.P.H.,  A.R.San.I.  (left  19/8/45). 

E.  J.  WARD,  A.R.San.I.  (commenced  1/12/45). 

Assistant  for  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services  : 

*R.  D.  HEATH  (left  July,  1945). 


Health  Department : Clerical  Staff: 

Chief  Clerk  *C.  B.  STUART  (On  Military  Service). 

Acting  Chief  Clerk  *Miss  M.  E.  NUNN. 

*Miss  D.  STUART  (left  18/5/45). 

*Miss  S.  A.  SINCLAIR  (left  27/8/45). 

*Mrs.  D.  S.  BUCKLEY  (commenced  29/10/45). 

*Miss  L.  M.  JAGGARD. 

*Miss  E.  KING  (commenced  20/8/45). 

Voluntary  Workers  J*Mrs.  B.  GUINNESS  (left  July,  1945). 
(part-time)  f*Mrs.  A.  K.  DODDS. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  s Department : 

Mr.  B.  GAFF  (commenced  1/11/45). 

Mrs.  G.  LEE.  Miss  B.  GILBEY. 

Miss  E.  SHEPPARD. 

* Also  acts  in  similar  capacity  for  the  Hambledon  Rural  District  and 

Haslemere  Urban  District. 
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Guildford  Rural  District  Council 

Public  Health  Department, 

Millmead  House,  Guildford. 

July,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Guildford  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1945. 

The  return  of  evacuees  to  other  areas  has  resulted  in  a reduction 
of  population  for  the  first  time  for  many  years.  The  Registrar- 
General’s  estimate  of  the  population  is  about  1,000  less  than  in  1944. 

The  birth-rate  is  substantially  lower  than  the  high  level 
recorded  last  year,  and  the  death-rate  is  slightly  less.  It  is  a sad 
reflection  of  the  conditions  of  living  to-day  that  practically  10  per 
cent,  of  all  births  are  illegitimate.  The  number  has  increased  year 
by  year  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  when  it  was  less  than  half  the 
present  rate. 

Deaths  from  cancer  show  a relative  increase  once  again,  and  the 
records  show  that  of  all  deaths,  1 in  every  5 or  6 was  due  to  this 
disease.  Apart  from  heart  disease  it  is  the  biggest  single  cause  of 
death,  being  nearly  ten  times  as  fatal  as  tuberculosis,  which  has 
received  so  much  popular  attention  and  to  the  cure  and  prevention 
of  which  so  much  effort  is  directed.  The  increase  in  tuberculosis, 
which  was  coincident  with  war  conditions,  has  continued,  though  to  a 
lesser  degree. 

The  Council’s  efforts  to  meet  the  housing  difficulties  have  been 
most  vigorously  pursued.  Progress  has  been  unhappily  much  slower 
than  expected  and  slower  most  certainly  than  the  Council’s  enter- 
prise and  effort  has  warranted.  Conversion  of  large  houses  to  flats 
has  been  most  successful  in  giving  speedy  results  and  suitable  ones 
may  well  be  accepted  as  permanent  additions  to  the  Council’s 
housing  estates. 

Sewerage  schemes  and  extensions  of  public  water  supplies  have 
contributed  to  make  the  present  period  the  most  active  and  pro- 
gressive ever  experienced. 

I am  grateful  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
consideration  and  help,  and  to  all  other  officials  on  the  staff. 

To  my  staff  also  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their 
unfailing  and  ever-willing  help  throughout  times  that  have  been 
particularly  difficult,  and  most  especially  would  I thank  those 
voluntary  helpers  who  have  given  me  so  much  of  their  time  and 
without  whom  we  certainly  could  not  have  carried  on  efficiently. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  E.  HAINE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


SUMMARY. 

Area  in  Acres  

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (esti- 
mate supplied  by  Registrar-General) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (May)  according 

to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (actual) 

£h 

Number  of  Births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate) 
Birth-Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  ... 

Number  of  Still  Births 

Number  of  Deaths  

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Natural  increase  of  population  during  year 

by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age 

of  one  year ) 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 
of,  child-birth  ... 

Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the 

population  

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  per 

1,000  of  the  population  

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  per  1,000  of  the 

population  

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death-Rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  : Smallpox,  Whooping-cough, 
Measles,  Diarrhoea,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever  and  "Fever”  (Typhoid,  Enteric 
and  Typhus),  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death-Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000 
births 

MAJ.  LAID  • o • o • « •••  •••  «••  •••  •••  ••• 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

per  1,000  of  the  population  

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1 ,000  of  the 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of 

the  population  

Death-Rate  from  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
per  1,000  of  the  population  


1945  1944 

59,782  59,782 

36,850  37,880 

10,763  10,744 

£325,931  £322,025 


328  15s.l0d. 
649 
17.36 
20 
417 
11.3 

232 

28 

44.68 
2 

0.14 
0.39 
0.36 
0.09 


0.39 


0.54 

2.35 

2.90 

0.36 


£1,314 

746 

19.69 

21 

434 

11.46 

312 

25 

33.51 

3 

0.13 

0.48 

0.58 

0.00 


0.13 

5.35 

0.24 

1.98 

2.64 

0.45 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Conditions  generally  remained  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

With  the  end  of  hostilities,  there  has  been  some  return  of 
evacuees  and  this  has  made  a small  reduction  in  the  total  population. 
Housing  conditions  remain  our  chief  concern  and  must  continue  to 
cause  anxiety  until  a very  substantial  number  of  new  houses  is 
provided.  Old  worn-out  and  insanitary  houses  cannot  be  dealt 
with  until  the  acute  emergency  is  relieved  by  new  building.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  large  building  programme  agreed  upon  by  the 
Council  will  not  in  itself  suffice.  It  will  be  necessary  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  to  undertake  reconditioning  and  renovation  of  the 
large  number  of  dwellings  that  have  fallen  into  disrepair  as  the 
result  of  six  years  of  neglect,  and  the  demolition  of  such  as  are 
beyond  repair.  This  is  a process  that  will  take  some  years  and 
which  cannot  even  be  commenced  under  present  conditions. 
Numbers  and  details  of  requirements  have  been  ascertained  by  the 
Housing  Survey. 

Coincidentally  with  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  main 
drainage  schemes  which  have  been  under  contemplation — some  of 
which  were  before  the  war  in  an  advanced  state  of  preparation — 
have  become  more  urgent  than  ever. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS. 

649  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  as  against  746 
in  1944,  a decrease  of  97. 


Live  Births  : 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 

302 

283 

585 

Illegitimate 

25 

39 

64 

327 

322 

649 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  17.36. 

The  birth-rate  for  1944  was  19.69.  The  1945  rate  thus  shows 
a considerable  decrease. 

The  graph  on  page  11  shows  the  birth-rate  for  the  District  for 
the  last  12  years,  together  with  the  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales. 

There  were  20  still-births  during  the  year,  as  against  21  in  1944. 

Still  Births  : Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 7 10  17 

Illegitimate 3 - 3 


10  10  20 


STILL-BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  30.82. 
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DEATHS. 


There  were  417  deaths  registered  during  1945  (202  male  and 
215  female),  as  against  434  for  the  previous  year.  Table  II  on 
page  10  shows  the  principal  causes  of  death. 

DEATH-RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 
11.31. 

The  preparation  and  issue  of  the  Registrar-General’s  compara- 
bility factors  have  been  suspended  since  1939. 

The  death-rate  for  1944  was  11.46. 

The  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  last  12 
years,  together  with  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales,  are 
shown  in  the  graph  on  page  1 1 . 

The  1945  death-rates  of  certain  specified  diseases  are  set  out 
in  the  Summary  on  page  12,  together  with  the  rates  for  1944. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  1945  there  were  28  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  as  compared  with  25  in  1944. 


Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

9 

• • • • • • •••  •••  •••  c/ 

18 

27 

Illegitimate.., 

• ••  •••  •••  • • • • o « 

1 

1 

9 19  28 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES. 

1945 

1944 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

44.68 

33.51 

live  births 

46.15 

32.50 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

15.62 

44.93 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  

3 

0 

, , whooping-cough  (all  ages ) . . . 

2 

1 

diarrhoea  under  2 years  of 
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Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  Births. 

0.00 

2 3.08 

2 3.08 


In  1944  there  were  3 deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Table  I shows  the  birth  and  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  District,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  for  1945 
and  1944. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  and  post- 
abortion sepsis  

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes 


TABLE  I.  COMPARATIVE  BIRTH-  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of 
the  Population. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

per  1,000 
live  births 

per  1,000 
total  births 

1945 

1944 

1945 

1944 

194-5 

1944 

1945 

1944 

Guildford 

R.D. 

17.36 

19.69 

11.31 

crude 

11.46 

crude 

44.68 

33.51 

3.08 

3.91 

England  and 

Wales 

16.56 

17.6 

11.4 

11.6 

46* 

46* 

1.79 

1.93 

* Per  1,000  related  births. 


Table  III  on  page  12  shows  the  birth-rates,  death-rates  and 
analysis  of  mortality  for  certain  diseases  during  1945  in  respect 
of  England  and  Wales,  London  and  the  Guildford  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  II. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES). 
(Figures  supplied  by  Registrar-General.) 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total  | 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— I 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

1 

— 

1 ( 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

■ — - 

— 

— \ 

4. 

Whooping-cough  

1 

1 

2 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 

system 

10 

8 

18 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

i 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

9. 

Influenza  ...  

2 

3 

5 

10. 

Measles  

1 

2 

3 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 

encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  B.  cav.  and  oesoph.  (m), 

uterus  (f)  

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

3 

10 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  

— 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

34 

90 

56 

17. 

Diabetes  

1 

\ 

J 

2 

18. 

Intra-cran  : vase  : lesions  

15 

23 

38 

19. 

Heart  disease 

44 

57 

101 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

12 

13 

25 

21. 

Bronchitis  

6 

7 

13 

22. 

Pneumonia  

8 

6 

14 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

3 

3 

6 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . . 

6 

1 

7 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

— 

— 

— I 

26. 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

5 

2 

7 

28. 

Nephritis 

4 

9 

13 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

2 

2 

31. 

Premature  birth  

6 

8 

14 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

injury,  infant  disease  

1 

7 

8 

33. 

Suicide  

4 

1 

5 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  

3 

1 

4 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  

6 

1 

7 

36. 

All  other  causes  

18 

22 

40 

All  Causes  

202 

215 

417  | 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000 

OF  THE  POPULATION. 

England  and 

Guildford  R.D.  Wales. 

Deaths  , _ 


Extension  of  District 
1/4/33. 


*=Guildford  R.D.  Death  Rate  after  correction 
by  the  Registrar-General’s  Comparability 
Factor. 
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*Per  1,000  related  Births. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  Examinations. — Most  routine  examinations 
are  still  conducted  by  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  and  the 
arrangement  works  very  satisfactorily. 


The  following 

are  details  of  examinations  carried 

out  during 

year  : 

1945 

1 1944 

Diphtheria  ... 

56 

54 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

53 

Tuberculosis 

11 

13 

Faeces 

6 

3 

Miscellaneous 

, . _ 24 

4 

154 

127 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Christ's  Hospital, 
Horsham,  undertook  a number  of  special  investigations,  but  was 
closed  during  the  year.  The  help  given  by  this  service  was  invaluable. 
The  corresponding  laboratory  at  Epsom  is  still  available  and,  though 
not  so  conveniently  situated,  has  given  us  valuable  assistance. 

Milk  Analysis. — During  the  year  53  samples  were  examined. 
This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford. 

Water  Analysis. — The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 
continue  to  undertake  the  examination  (both  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical), by  contract,  of  samples  of  water. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  ambulance  services  operating 
in  the  District  : 
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(i)  Ambulances  available  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  : 


Name  of  Authority. 

No.  of 
Ambu- 
lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

Telephone 

Number 

Farnham  Joint 

2 

1 at  Farnham  Isolation 

Isolation  Hospital 

Hospital 

1 at  Heath  & Wiltshire’s 
Garage,  Farnham 

Farnham 

6015 

Ottershaw  Joint 

2 

Ottershaw  Isolation 

Otter- 

Hospital  Board. 

Hospital. 

shaw  30 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  services  of  the  District  have 
been  reviewed  in  detail  in  special  reports  made  to  the  Council. 
Conditions  have  altered  radically  since  pre-war  days.  At  that  time 
the  whole  of  the  District  depended  upon  the  Guildford  Ambulance 
Service  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  Now, 
however,  that  ambulance  service  is  not  so  well  able  to  cover  the 
District  owing  to  the  smaller  number  of  vehicles  and  difficulties 
in  securing  adequate  staff.  At  the  same  time  demands  upon 
ambulances  have  increased  very  considerably.  With  fewer  private 
practitioners  and  greater  facilities  for  treatment  at  hospitals  there 
has  been  an  increasing  tendency  to  send  patients  to  hospitals  for 
special  treatment  and  specialised  services.  The  absence  of  private 
cars  from  the  roads  and  reduced  public  transport  services  have  all 
contributed  to  increase  the  demands  upon  ambulances.  During 
war  years  Civil  Defence  ambulances  were  able  to  relieve  the  burden 
to  a great  extent,  but  with  the  closure  of  Civil  Defence  this  assist- 
ance ceased.  Particularly  at  Ash  the  Civil  Defence  ambulances 
had  undertaken  a considerable  amount  of  emergency  civilian  work 
so  that  doctors  and  nurses  came  to  depend  upon  it.  In  view  of  its 
geographical  position,  some  10  miles  from  Guildford  and  closely 
associated  with  the  Aldershot  Hospital,  it  was  felt  desirable  that 
an  ambulance  service  should  be  continued.  The  British  Red  Cross 
Society  undertook  to  do  this,  and  they  provided  a very  satisfactory 
vehicle  which,  with  two  full-time  drivers,  and  a considerable  amount 
of  voluntary  help,  maintained  a night  and  day  service.  This 
ambulance  was  later  brought  into  a pooling  arrangement  with 
Aldershot  and  Farnham  for  mutual  assistance. 

Minor  difficulties  are  experienced  at  Effingham  and  East 
Horsley,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  Parish  of  Shere.  Effingham 
relies  to  a considerable  extent  on  the  hospital  at  Leatherhead, 
whilst  Dorking  Hospital  takes  patients  from  Gomshall,  Holmbury 
St.  Mary,  and  Peaslake.  It  is,  therefore,  more  convenient  and 
economical  for  ambulances  from  those  towns  to  deal  with  such 
patients. 
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Volunteer  Car  Pool. — During  the  first  seven  months  of  the 
year  the  Volunteer  Car  Pool  services  operated  by  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  was,  as  in  the  previous  three  or  four  years 
proved,  of  tremendous  service  and  undoubtedly  relieved  the  strain 
on  the  regular  ambulances  to  a very  great  extent.  During  those 
years  an  average  of  nearly  6,000  miles  a month  were  run,  and  large 
numbers  of  patients  conveyed. 

When  closed  down  at  rather  short  notice,  it  was  realised  that 
very  great  hardship  would  be  inflicted  on  numberless  patients  and 
invalids  in  rural  parts,  who  would  be  deprived  of  any  means  of 
reaching  hospitals  for  treatment  or  attendance  at  clinics.  The 
Council,  therefore,  agreed  to  run  a Medical  Transport  Service  on 
lines  very  similar  to  those  of  the  Volunteer  Car  Pool.  The  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  kindly  agreed  to  continue  giving  their  assistance. 
This  service  provides  transport  for  : 

(1)  Emergency  calls. 

(2)  Patients  to  and  from  hospitals  or  consultant  or  treatment 

centres. 

(3)  Urgent  medical  supplies. 

(4)  Conveyance  in  emergency  of  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

A charge  is  made  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  mile  and  in  addition 
from  the  1st  December,  1945,  petrol  was  provided  free  to  the  drivers. 
We  have  approximately  80  drivers,  and  during  the  five  months 
723  patients  were  conveyed  and  13,426  miles  were  run.  This 
service  is  most  valuable,  and  should  be  preserved  as  there  is  no 
question  that  the  need  for  it  will  persist  in  some  form  for  a very 
long  time,  if  not,  indeed,  permanently. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Mid  wives. — There  are  16  Midwives  practising  in  the  Rural 
District  supervised  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They 
are  distributed  in  the  following  parishes  : 


Albury 

— 

Puttenham  

— 

Artington 

— 

Ripley  

2 

Ash  and  Normandy  ...  3 

St.  Martha  ... 

— 

Clandon,  East 

...  ...  — 

Seale  

2 

Clandon,  West 

...  ...  1 

Send  

1 

Compton 

...  ...  1 

Shackleford  

1 

Effingham 

— 

Shalford 

1 

Horsley,  East 

— 

Shere 

1 

Horsley,  West 

...  ...  1 

Wanborough  

— 

Ockham 

— 

Wisley  

— 

Pirbright 

- Worplesdon  

and  2 outside  the  District. 

— 

District  Nurses. — District  Nurses  are  available  in  every 
parish.  This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 
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Health  Visitors. — County  Health  Visitors  visit  homes  under 
the  School  Medical  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 
There  are  9 Health  Visitors,  distributed  in  the  following  districts  : 
(a)  Pirbright  ; (b)  Send  ; (c)  Ash,  Normandy  and  Seale  ; (d) 

Aldington,  Compton,  Puttenharn,  Shackleford,  Wanborough  and 
Worplesdon  ; (e)  Albury,  St.  Martha,  Shalford  and  Shere  ; (/) 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  and  Gomshall ; (g)  East  and  West  Clandon, 
East  and  West  Horsley,  Ockham  and  Wisley ; ( h ) Ripley  ; 

(i)  Effingham. 

Home  Nursing  for  Public  Assistance  Gases. — The  scheme 
for  the  Home  Nursing  of  Public  Assistance  Cases  formulated  in 
1933  is  operated  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.— Centres  within  the  District 
are  as  set  out  in  the  table  below  : 


Centre 

Address 

Days  of  Centre 

Ash  

St.  Peter’s  Church  Room 
(Opposite  Ash  Church) 

Every  Thursday 

Ash  Vale 

Working  Men’s  Club,  Frimley 
Road 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

Ash  Wyke 

The  Village  Hall,  Normandy 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays 

Effingham 

Women’s  Institute,  Effingham 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays 

Horsley,  West  ... 

Village  Hall,  West  Horsley  ... 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

Pea  slake  

Old  School  Room,  Peaslake  ... 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays 

Puttenharn 

Old  School  Room,  Puttenharn 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays 

Ripley  

Church  Hall,  Ripley  

2nd,  4th  and  5th 
Thursdays 

Send  

Men’s  Institute,  Send  

1st  and  3rd  Mondays 

Shere  

Village  Hall,  Shere 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

Shalford  

The  Institute, 

Off  King’s  Road,  Shalford 

Every  Wednesday 

Wood  Street 

Church  Hall,  Wood  Street 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 

Worplesdon 

Memorial  Hall,  Perry  Hill 

2nd  and  4thWednesdayg 

In  addition  there  is  a voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centre  held  ' 
at  Holmbury  St.  Mary.  This  centre  is  run  by  a local  committee, 
and  a doctor  and  nurse  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  by 
arrangement.  The  centre  is  held  at  the  Holly  Bush,  Holmbury 
St.  Mary,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Fridays  of  the  month. 
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The  provision  of  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  for  the 
village  of  Tongham  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of 
1945,  and  there  appeared  a reasonable  chance  of  it  being  provided 
fairly  early  in  1946. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Clinics  serving  the  District  are  held 
as  follows  : 

Ash  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays,  at  2 p.m. 

Godaiming  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  9.30  a.m. 

Farnham  (“Brightwells”)  ...  Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Woking  Maternity  Home,  Every  Friday  at  10  a.m.,  2nd 
Heathside  Road,  Woking.  and  4th  Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

and  2nd  Monday  at  10  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Farnham  Road,  Guildford,  on 
Tuesday  afternoons  at  1.30  p.m.  In-patient  treatment  is  provided 
at  the  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Martin’s  Homes  at  Pyrford,  and  Out- 
patient treatment  on  Thursday  mornings  at  1 1 a.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is 
at  Tower  House,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford.  Days  and  times  for  the 
attendance  of  the  patients  are  as  follows  : 

Mondays  ...  ...  2-4  p.m. 

Wednesdays 2-4  p.m. 

Fridays  10-12  noon. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — A Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  four  days  weekly,  as  follows  : 

Mondays  (Females)  ...  2 p.m. 

Thursdays  (Females)  9.30  a.m. 

Thursdays  (Males)  5 p.m. 

Fridays  (Males)  5 p.m. 

Birth  Control. — The  Birth  Control  Clinic  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital,  Guildford,  is  held  every  1st  and  2nd  Wednesday  in  the 
month  at  10  a.m.,  and  is  administered  by  a Voluntary  Committee. 

The  Clinics  mentioned  above  are  all  administered  by  and  under 
the  control  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  except  where  it  is  other- 
wise stated. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  serving  the  District  are  as  follows  : 

County  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford,  507  beds. 

Council  : Farnham  County  Hospital,  Hale  Road,  Farn- 
ham, 210  beds. 

Voluntary  : Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  243 

beds. 
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Infectious  Clandon  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital,  38  beds. 

Disease  : Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital.  66  beds. 

Farnham  Isolation  Hospital,  48  beds. 

Evacuation  Sick  Bays. — The  four  Sick  Bays  in  my  area — 
Millwater  House,  Ripley,  in  the  Guildford  Rural  District  ; Long 
Acre,  Shamley  Green,  and  Kilmory,  Cranleigh,  in  the  Hambledon 
Rural  District  ; and  Quedley,  Vicarage  Lane,  in  the  Haslemere 
Urban  District — continued,  as  in  previous  years,  to  be  run  as  one 
unit  so  far  as  the  admission  of  patients  was  concerned,  two  of  them 
being  reserved  for  minor  infectious  disease  and  two  for  non-infectious 
ailments. 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  return  of  evacuees, 
the  amount  of  work  lessened  substantially  and  I recommended  that 
Millwater  House  Sick  Bay,  being  the  least  suitable  premises,  and 
difficult  in  operation,  should  be  closed,  and  this  was  done  in 
September. 

Some  anxiety  was  felt  at  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
subsequently  to  close  Long  Acre  Sick  Bay  also,  so  that  it  might  be 
released  for  occupation  by  its  new  owner. 

The  two  remaining  Sick  Bays — Quedley,  for  non-infectious 
minor  ailments,  and  Kilmory,  for  minor  infectious  disease — have 
been  well  used,  and  on  the  whole  have  been  able  to  meet  our  require- 
ments, although  a few  cases  from  adjoining  Districts  have  had  to  be 
refused. 

These  Sick  Bays,  of  course,  are  reserved  for  evacuees  and  are 
used  substantially  by  children  from  residential  nurseries.  They 
could  be  of  much  greater  use  if  made  available  to  the  residents  in 
our  own  Districts.  Many  families  are  overcrowded  and  living  under 
conditions  of  difficulty.  Scabies,  impetigo,  and  apparent  neglect 
of  children  are  not  always  the  failure  of  the  parents  so  much  as  the 
fault  of  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  compelled  to  live.  In 
such  circumstances  it  is  frequently  impossible  to  treat  children 
satisfactorily  at  home.  An  institution  such  as  a Sick  Bay  freely 
available  would  be  invaluable  and  could,  if  required,  treat  many 
children  as  out-patients.  It  is  impossible  to  admit  such  children 
to  hospitals. 

Reviewing  the  past  six  years  it  can  be  said  that  the  Sick  Bays 
have  proved  a remarkable  success.  The  assurance  of  prompt 
removal  of  sick,  children  and  such  as  were  suffering  from  minor 
infections  was  of  the  greatest  help  to  the  successful  operation  of  the 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme.  They  have  done  much  also  in 
helping  to  keep  the  evacuated  children  in  good  health.  There 
ought  to  be  a real  place  for  such  institutions  so  long  as  present 
housing  conditions  continue  and  so  long  as  the  residential  nurseries — 
of  which  there  are  a very  large  number  in  and  around  these  Dis- 
tricts— are  maintained. 
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The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Millwater  House  Sick  Bay 
until  the  end  of  July  was  as  follows  : 


Whooping  - cough  / Chickenpox 

Total 

Admitted. 

14 

Admitted  from 
Nurseries 
( included  in  total) 

12 

Chickenpox  

19 

0 

Whooping-cough /Measles 

3 

2 

Whooping-cough  

1 

1 

Measles  

17 

9 

54 

24 

The  average  stay  in  the  Sick  Bay  was  20  days.  A table  showing 
the  total  numbers  of  patients  admitted  to  each  of  the  Sick  Bays 
since  their  establishment  is  appended. 

Transport  of  patients  has  presented  serious  difficulties  recently. 
During  the  war  years  a special  voluntary  branch  of  the  Civil  Defence 
Ambulance  Service  at  Shalford  undertook  practically  all  transport, 
particularly  infectious  cases.  The  extent  of  their  work  can  be 
gauged  from  the  mileage  covered  and  the  number  of  patients 


conveyed  : 

Miles  Covered. 

Patients 

Conveyed. 

1941  ... 

9,941 

376  (May-December 

1942  ... 

9,156 

384  inclusive.) 

1943  ... 

7,631 

307 

1944  ... 

6,857 

285 

1945  ... 

3,209 

161  (Jan.-June  inch) 

Total 36,794 

1,513 

With  the  closing  down  of  the  Civil  Defence  Services,  the  service 
ceased.  Voluntary  drivers  under  the  Volunteer  Car  Pool  Scheme  and 
under  the  Council’s  Medical  Transport  Service  are  most  reluctant 
to  convey  infectious  cases,  many  of  them  having  children  of  their 
own.  It  has,  therefore,  been  frequently  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  to  remove  cases  of  minor  infection 
where  the  children  were  quite  unable  to  travel  by  ordinary  car. 
The  Medical  Transport  Service  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  non- 
infectious  cases. 

Particular  note  should  be  made  of  the  cases  of  ringworm 
treated  chiefly  at  Quedley  Sick  Bay.  Despite  the  use  of  X-rays 
and  the  advice  of  specialists  attached  to  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital,  Guildford,  treatment  in  most  cases  continued  over  a period 
of  several  months.  During  this  period  the  children  were  of  necessity 
absent  from  school  and  missing  all  education.  If  ringwom  continues 
to  increase  it  might  seem  desirable  to  arrange  a special  institution 
where  education  could  be  continued. 
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Year 

Boughton 
Hall  and 
Millwater 
House 

Kilmory 

Long 

Acre 

Quedley 

Total 

1939 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

16 

1 

4 

21 

Others  

— 

57 

24 

46 

127 

Total  

— 

73 

25 

50 

148 

1940 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

14 

7 

4 

30 

55 

Others  

81 

127 

138 

119 

465 

Total  

95 

134 

142 

149 

520 

1941 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

37 

45 

39 

68 

189 

Others  

113 

98 

107 

118 

436 

Total  

150 

143 

146 

186 

625 

1942 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

53 

91 

41 

55 

240 

Others  

78 

54 

42 

111 

285 

Total  

131 

145 

83 

166 

525 

1943 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

49 

60 

60 

56 

225 

Others  

48 

35 

56 

87 

226 

Total  

97 

95 

116 

143 

451 

1944 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

85 

67 

29 

14 

195 

Others  

38 

48 

59 

110 

255 

Total  

123 

115 

88 

124 

450 

1945 

Residential 
Nursery  Children 

24 

42 

50 

19 

135 

Others  

30 

68 

35 

49 

182 

Total  

54 

110 

85 

68 

317  1 

Grand  Totals  daring  the  Avar  years  : 

Residential  Nurseries  1,060 

Others  1,976 

3,036 


Psychiatric  Social  Worker.— The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
appointed  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  continued 
to  do  most  valuable  work  with  maladjusted  and  difficult  children. 


20 


This  was  a great  help  with  billeting  and  in  the  work  of  the  hostels. 
It  was  with  regret  that  she  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council 
on  the  1st  April  with  the  introduction  of  the  Education  Act, 
although  her  services  are  still  available,  but  to  a more  limited 
extent. 

The  Evacuation  Hostels  were  continued,  namely  Pilgrim 
Wood,  Sandy  Lane,  Artington,  for  girls,  and  Denbigh  House, 
Shalford,  for  boys.  All  the  children  were  difficult  or  unbilletable. 
At  the  beginning  of  October  the  Denbigh  House  Hostel  was  trans- 
ferred to  Ryde  House,  Ripley.  The  difficulties  of  continuing  these 
hostels  have  been  very  great,  particularly  in  securing  adequate  and 
satisfactory  staff. 

At  Pilgrim  Wood  9 children  were  admitted  during  the  year, 
and  for  most  of  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  was  8. 

At  the  boys’  hostel  there  have  been  some  15  or  18  boys  through- 
out the  year,  aged  between  10  and  15  years.  This  hostel  has  gradually 
become  less  and  less  of  an  evacuee  hostel,  delinquents  being  placed 
there  by  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  at  the  request 
of  numerous  education  and  Public  Assistance  Authorities.  The 
responsibility  of  looking  after  these  boys  has  been  very  considerable, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  it  has  become  less  and  less  a proper  matter 
for  the  District  Council,  but  rather  a responsibility  that  should  be 
taken  by  the  County  Council. 

Both  hostels  have  done  very  good  work.  Practically  all  the 
children  have  shown  marked  improvement.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  provide  them  with  a home  and  a comfortable  home-like 
atmosphere.  After  all,  the  main  trouble  with  such  children  is 
undoubtedly  the  lack  of  a home  and  a mother. 

The  statistics  given  below  show  the  numbers  of  children 
dealt  with  from  the  Guildford  Rural  District  : 

Denbigh  House  (to  12/10/45),  Ryde  House  (from  12/10/45). 

No.  remaining,  31/12/44  15 

Number  admitted  during  year  23 

(including  3 from  Guildford  Rural  District : 

2 T.B.  Contact,  1 Difficult.) 

Number  remaining,  31/12/45  ...  10 

Pilgrim  Wood. 

Number  remaining,  31/12/44  13 

Number  admitted  during  year  9 

(including  2 from  Guildford  Rural  District : 

1 Foster  child  without  foster  home,  1 
Observation.) 

Number  remaining,  31/12/45  4 
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MORTUARIES. 


The  needs  of  the  District  are  provided  for  by  two  Mortuaries — 
one  at  Woking  and  one  at  Farnham.  The  numbers  of  bodies  removed 
thereto  from  this  District  in  1945  were  8 and  10,  respectively. 


INSULIN. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2734,  a regular 
supply  of  insulin  is  made  to  one  patient  who  would  be  otherwise 
unable  to  afford  it. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER. 

Water  supplies  have  been  fully  dealt  with  in  earlier  Reports. 
Regular  routine  sampling  is  undertaken  and  reports  of  analyses 
taken  by  the  Water  Companies  themselves  are  received  regularly — 
a courtesy  which  is  very  much  appreciated. 

The  small  private  water  undertaking  at  Wanborough  is  the 
only  one  that  has  given  anxiety.  The  water  is  at  times  polluted  at 
the  source  and  chlorinating  arrangements  have  been  unsatisfactory. 
Improvements  have  been  discussed  with  the  owners  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a solution  will  be  found  shortly. 

Local  extensions  of  water  supplies  have  been  under  consider- 
ation and  as  soon  as  practicable  certain  of  them  will  be  put  in  hand. 

The  proposal  put  forward  in  my  special  report  to  the  Councils 
suggesting  investigation  of  a joint  water  Scheme  covering  most  of 
the  South-Western  part  of  Surrey  have  been  carried  a stage  further 
and  the  hydro  Geological  Survey  of  the  area  is  completed.  This 
proposal  may  be  affected  by  the  suggested  major  development  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  area. 

Following  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  a 
survey  of  all  houses  in  the  District  without  main  water  supply  was 
undertaken. 

There  is  no  accurate  record  of  the  number  of  houses  with  an 
external  supply  of  main  water  from  a stand-pipe,  as  distinct  from 
those  having  an  internal  supply  within  the  house.  This  figure  will 
be  ascertained  as  soon  as  the  Housing  Survey  is  completed. 

So  far,  considerably  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
of  houses  being  surveyed  has  been  completed,  and  the  following 
figures  have  been  extracted.  The  Parishes  covered  so  far  are  : 


Ash  and  Normandy 
Clandon,  East 
Clandon,  West 
Effingham 


Ripley 

Seale  and  Tongham 

Send 

Shalford 


Mains,  supply  internal  ... 
Mains,  supply  external  ... 
Wells,  rainwater,  water-carts 


West  Horsley 
Worplesdon 


4,417 

99 

171 


Total  4,687 


The  remainder  of  the  District  is,  on  the  whole,  well  served  and  a 
very  much  greater  proportion  have  water  laid  on  internally. 

The  majority  of  wells  are  in  the  Parish  of  Ash  and  Normandy, 
whilst  the  rainwater  supplies — very  few  in  number — are  without 
exception  remote  isolated  cottages.  In  one  small  area,  Poyle  Lane, 
Tcngham,  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide  two  or  three  farm  cottages 
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with  water  taken  by  cart  from  the  farm  which  has  a main  water 
supply.  The  scheme  for  extending  the  main  water  to  these  cottages 
has  been  approved  and  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  has  been  noted  in  earlier  reports  that  the  level  of  under- 
ground water  appears  to  be  falling  year  by  year.  Old  wells  are 
becoming  dry  through  the  falling  of  the  water  level  so  that  diffi- 
culties are  experienced  from  time  to  time  in  various  localities. 
There  has,  of  course,  been  a long  succession  of  particularly  dry 
years.  Attention  has  been  directed  to  10  cottages  at  Shackleford 
where  the  water  supply  has  become  insufficient  and  at  times  some 
of  the  cottages  have  been  left  practically  without  water.  The 
Council  agreed  with  the  Godaiming  Corporation  to  an  extension 
of  their  mains  and  the  necessary  guarantees. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Send  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  the  effluent  at  all  times  has  been  excellent. 

The  small  Disposal  Works  at  Oxenden  Road,  Tongham,  has 
proved  satisfactory.  A greater  strain  is  likely  to  be  put  upon  it  as  the 
uncompleted  houses  purchased  by  the  Council  are  brought  into  use. 

As  the  housing  programme  develops  there  will  be  many  more 
small  disposal  works  throughout  the  District.  This  is  unfortunately 
unavoidable,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  abolished  as  the 
larger  main  drainage  schemes  are  completed.  The  need  for  these 
large  schemes  is  each  year  more  pressing. 

The  difficulties  in  connection  with  Shere  Sewerage  are  almost 
entirety  associated  with  the  Tannery  effluent  which  has  increased 
abnormally  during  the  war  years.  Improvements  have  been 
effected  by  a thorough  scouring  and  cleansing  of  the  sewers,  which 
had  been  partially  choked  by  incrustation,  and  the  installation  of 
new  manholes  throughout  the  length  of  the  sewers. 

Cesspool  Emptying. — A note  of  cesspool  emptying  is 
included  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

NORTH-EAST  SEWERAGE  SCHEME. 

969  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  Ripley,  Horsley  and 
Send  sewers  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AND  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Reference  is  made  to  these  matters  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

A few  cases  of  infestation  were  discovered  and  dealt  with 
mainly  by  Associated  Fumigators  Ltd.,  with  whom  we  have  a 
contract  for  this  infestation  by  hydrogen  cyanide.  There  is  reason 
to  hope  that  this  expensive  method  may  become  unnecessary  on  the 
average  case,  now  that  D.D.T.  is  freely  available.  We  are  experi- 
menting with  it,  but  it  is  too  early  to  give  a considered  report. 
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HOUSING 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

[a)  Total  including  number  given  separately  under  (6)... 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  — - 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  4 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  4,473 

(, b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 4,824 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  4,293 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  4,293 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  252 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  3,019 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ' 151 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  Notices  : 

($)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(cl)  By  owners  — 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  . . . — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Order 

(3)  Notices  served  under  Section  11  (1),  Housing  Act,  1936, 

dwelling  house  closed  on  undertaking  of  owner 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

Housing  conditions  have  caused  grave  anxiety  and  will 
undoubtedly  continue  to  do  so  until  a very  substantial  number  of 
new  houses  are  provided.  The  Council  has  endeavoured  to  deal 
with  the  situation  with  the  greatest  possible  energy.  Delays 
necessitated  by  the  lengthy  procedure  as  well  as  the  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials  have  deferred  actual  construction  and  frus- 
trated every  effort  to  make  more  rapid  progress.  The  amount  of 
preparatory  work  will,  however,  pay  dividends  during  the  next 
year  or  two,  and  the  District  can  look  forward  with  confidence 
to  a solution  of  its  principal  difficulties  within  a measurable  period, 
and  in  a way  that  will  be  satisfactory  and  generally  improve  housing 
standards  and  living  conditions. 

Conditions  continued  to  deteriorate  throughout  the  year 
despite  the  most  energetic  efforts  to  meet  the  increasing  difficulties. 
The  return  of  evacuees  made  little  difference  to  the  demand  of 
housing  accommodation.  Many  families  were  homeless  and  some 
evacuees  had  no  homes  to  return  to  because  of  destruction  by 
enemy  action.  The  situation  was  made  worse  by  the  return  of 
members  of  the  Forces,  houses  filled  to  capacity  becoming,  in 
consequence,  overcrowded,  and  the  difficulties  of  sharing  houses 
increased.  Conditions  react  with  particular  hardship  on  the  chronic 
sick,  particularly  tubercular  subjects  and  those  suffering  from  other 
incapacitating  diseases. 
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There  was  also  considerable  hardship  in  many  cases  through 
families  being  obliged  to  occupy  houses  unsuitable  to  their  require- 
ments, often  from  necessity  having  to  pay  rents  out  of  proportion 
to  their  means.  These  conditions,  no  doubt,  are  general  throughout 
the  country. 

So  far  as  possible  the  allocation  of  Council  houses  was  re- 
arranged amongst  the  tenants  so  that  each  could  be  used  to  its 
maximum  capacity.  Permission  to  take  in  lodgers  was  also  extended 
in  order  to  help  the  situation. 

Eight  houses  at  Georgelands,  Ripley,  being  built  by  the 
Apprenticeship  Scheme  will  provide  12  dwellings,  4 of  them  being 
Duplex. 

The  total  houses  allocated  for  Ash  and  Normandy  was  345, 
including  32  two-  and  three-roomed  bungalows  for  old  people. 

Aldershot  Borough  Council  are  purchasing  land  in  Ash  Parish 
to  build  50  Council  Houses,  and  satisfactory  arrangements  will  be 
made  about  drainage. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  in  process  of  acquiring 
35  sites  comprising  1,096J  acres.  These  sites  provide  for  1,167 
permanent  houses  in  addition  to  150  temporary  bungalows  and  16 
Swedish  timber  houses.  Most  of  these  sites  are  excellent,  and 
houses  will  be  distributed  throughout  the  villages  in  such  a way 
as  to  preserve  the  individual  village  character  and  the  rural  nature 
of  the  district. 

With  considerable  experience  of  housing  in  the  past,  the 
Council  has  been  able  to  improve  upon  anything  that  has  been 
achieved  hitherto.  The  lay-out  and  design  of  houses  in  most  cases 
has  been  prepared  and  approved.  The  size  and  arrangement  of 
rooms  and  the  amenities  provided  will  be  superior  to  any  existing 
Council  Houses.  The  Dudley  Rural  will  be  the  standard  type. 
The  Agricultural  type  has  a large  living  room  extending  to  both 
sides  of  the  house,  with  windows  on  both  sides.  The  Duplex  type 
is  being  used  extensively  as  it  provides  for  four  families  in  the  first 
place,  and  can  be  readily  converted  into  semi-detached  houses  when 
circumstances  permit. 

A number  of  bungalows  for  old  people  have  been  included,  but, 
owing  to  the  proportionately  high  cost  of  building,  construction 
has  been  deferred  for  the  present. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  prefabricated  houses  have  been  allotted, 
and  have  been  apportioned  so  as  to  serve  those  districts  whose 
need  is  most  urgent.  Fifty  have  been  allocated  to  the  Carfax  Estate, 
Tongham,  50  to  Wood  Street,  and  50  to  Shalford.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  the  preparation  of  sites  was  well  advanced  and  it  is  hoped 
that  these  houses  will  be  completed  early  in  1946,  although  at  the 
present  rate  of  progress  it  seems  likely  that  our  permanent  houses 
will  come  into  use  before  the  temporary  prefabricated  ones. 

Sixteen  Swedish  houses  have  been  allowed,  and  these  will  be 
built  in  small  groups  in  suitable  positions  so  that  their  appearance 
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will  not  conflict  with  the  rural  nature  of  the  countryside.  By  the 
end  of  the  year,  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  preparation 
of  the  sites  and  the  preliminary  constructional  work. 

All  repairs  on  bomb-damaged  houses  were  completed  during 
1945,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  four  houses  destroyed  at  Burnt 
Common  and  at  May’s  Corner,  Send,  was  well  advanced. 

Contracts  were  issued  for  the  building  of  48  houses,  and  in  all 
cases  construction  had  commenced  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
was  making  good  progress. 

Agreement  was  reached  for  the  purchases  of  49  houses  at 
Oxenden  Road,  Tongham.  This  was  a private  housing  estate  left 
uncompleted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  houses  being  re- 
quisitioned by  the  Military  Authorities  and  used  by  them  until 
acquired  by  this  Council.  The  completion  of  these  houses  can  be 
effected  rapidly,  and  for  the  most  part  by  labour  which  need  not 
be  diverted  from  the  construction  of  new  buildings.  It,  therefore, 
supplies  a very  convenient  means  of  providing  a number  of  houses 
very  speedily.  Some  of  these  were  completed  and  occupied  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  although  they  were  not  up  to  Council  House 
standard  they  provided  permanent  houses  without  delay. 

Requisitioning  of  suitable  empty  houses  was  continued  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  68  houses  were  acquired,  and  plans  approved 
for  the  conversion  into  29  flats.  By  the  end  of  the  year  12  were 
completed. 

The  military  sites  used  for  searchlight  stations  were  examined 
and  several  of  them  were  found  suitable  for  conversion  to  temporary 
dwellings.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  plans  had  been  approved 
whereby  these  could  be  made  to  supply  8 dwelling-houses. 

Efforts  to  secure  special  accommodation  of  a sub-standard 
nature  for  gipsies  and  van-dwellers  was  only  partially  successful, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  feeling  unable  to  agree  to  the  construction 
of  any  dwelling-houses  which  did  not  attain  present-day  standards. 
At  the  same  time  our  experience  of  housing  the  van-dwellers 
formerly  on  the  Bogs  and  Quadrant  at  Ash  has  shown  that  these 
people  in  most  cases  are  unfit  to  occupy  ordinary  Council  houses. 
They  have  no  idea  of  the  care  of  property,  whilst  their  need  to  carry 
on  occupations  from  their  homes  frequently  renders  their  behaviour 
objectionable  to  neighbours.  Proposals  were  advanced,  therefore, 
to  secure  a site  in  Government  Road,  Ash,  where  they  could  be 
housed  as  a group  with  facilities  for  their  occupations  and  for 
keeping  horses  and  vans.  If  this  could  be  achieved  it  would  release 
a number  of  Council  houses  for  more  suitable  tenants. 

The  provision  of  special  camping  sites  for  van-dwellers  received 
serious  consideration,  but  was  deferred  in  favour  of  the  scheme 
outlined  above  owing  largely  to  the  difficulties  that  would  be 
experienced  in  the  control  of  such  camping  sites,  even  if  suitable 
positions  could  be  found,  and  the  impossibility  of  compelling  van- 
dwellers  to  use  the  sites.  There  is  every  reason  to  fear  an  extension 
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of  the  trouble  experienced  over  so  many  years  with  van-dwellers. 
Many  people  unable  to  find  houses  are  resorting  to  caravans,  and 
amongst  them  will  always  be  found  a number  rapidly  adapting 
themselves  to  lowered  social  standards  and  unable  or  unwilling  to 
make  the  effort  to  return  to  normal  conditions.  The  by-law  recently 
proposed  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  is  likely  to  be  more  helpful 
in  dealing  with  this  type  of  nuisance  than  anything  we  have  had 
hitherto. 

The  appointment  of  Women  Housing  Managers  in  1944  has 
contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the 
housing  programme.  Through  their  efforts  the  Council  has  a more 
complete  picture  of  the  defects  and  the  needs  of  the  District.  The 
Council  agreed  to  accept  pupil  Housing  Managers  at  the  request 
of  their  Association,  and  in  addition  appointed  a third  Assistant 
Housing  Manager.  As  the  number  of  Council  houses  increases,  and 
it  has  already  been  raised  from  608  in  1939  to  659  at  the  end  of 
1945  as  well  as  requisitioned  properties,  it  is  evident  that  the 
number  of  Housing  Managers  will  have  to  be  increased  substantially. 
The  Housing  Manager  will  assist  in  the  difficult  task  of  selection  of 
tenants  for  Council  houses.  Being  familiar  with  the  conditions 
under  which  applicants  are  living  and  with  their  needs,  a much 
fairer  allocation  is  possible.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  that  special 
consideration  has  been  given  to  all  cases  recommended  on  medical 
grounds. 

Old  people  requiring  a certain  amount  of  care  and  attention, 
but  not  acutely  ill,  have  great  difficulty  in  securing  suitable  accom- 
modation. Hospitals  are  unable  to  take  such  cases  and  the  very 
few  homes  catering  for  them  are  almost  invariably  full  to  capacity 
or  beyond  the  means  of  working-class  people.  Obliged  to  remain  at 
home  either  uncared  for  or  living  with  relatives,  they  create  a small 
but  certainly  very  acute  problem  of  housing. 

The  cost  of  present-day  building  is  a serious  handicap  and  will, 
of  course,  necessitate  larger  rents  from  tenants.  Whilst  this  may 
be  no  hardship  at  the  present  time  when  there  is  little  or  no  poverty 
and  unemployment,  the  financial  burden  which  the  Council  is 
undertaking  without,  so  far,  any  guaranteed  assistance  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  is  very  substantial,  and  would  have  caused  the 
utmost  dismay  a few  years  ago.  This  gives  additional  grounds  for 
fearing  any  period  of  depression  such  as  occurred  in  1929  and  1930. 
The  burden  thrown  on  the  Council  under  such  conditions  might 
well  be  insupportable,  whilst  the  economic  strain  on  tenants  might 
seriously  reduce  the  standard  of  living  and  automatically  react  on 
the  general  level  of  health. 

Opportunity  was  taken  during  the  year  to  re-arrange  and 
equalise  the  rents  of  existing  Council  houses.  Those  built  in  the 
earlier  stages  when  costs  were  high  were  frequently  inferior  houses 
yet  paying  higher  rents  than  the  latest  and  the  best  type.  Eventually, 
no  doubt,  a further  equalisation  will  be  necessary. 
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GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  during  the  flying-bomb  and  rocket 
attack  was  a period  of  special  difficulty.  Many  homeless  people 
had  to  be  housed  and  billets  were  extremely  difficult  to  secure. 
Numerous  properties  were  requisitioned  for  bombed-out  and 
homeless  families,  but  it  was  impossible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with 
all  the  problems  that  arose.  With  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the 
majority  of  evacuees  returned,  but  there  was  a considerable  residual 
problem  with  families  and  children  who  had  no  homes  or  were 
unable  to  return  for  one  reason  or  another. 

This  added  substantially  to  the  already  exceedingly  difficult 
housing  problem. 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Housing  Survey. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year : 

Combined  Totals  from  January,  1945,  to  January,  1946. 


Grade  1. 
„ 2. 
„ 3. 

„ 4. 

,,  5. 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

Minor  defects  

Requiring  repairs,  structural  alterations  or 

improvements  

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 
a reasonable  expense  


1,274 

1,927 

742 

70 

252 


Total .. 


4,265 


The  progress  of  the  Survey  has  been  interrupted  by  unforeseen 
difficulties.  In  particular  the  loss  of  both  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspectors  necessitated  the  temporary  diversion  of  Housing 
Inspectors  to  essential  sanitary  duties,  whilst  weather  and  other 
emergencies  have  caused  lesser  interruptions.  Despite  this,  the 
progress  made  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  Survey  should  be 
completed  in  the  early  part  of  1946.  During  the  progress  of  the 
work  a great  many  lesser  repairs  have  been  carried  out  on  premises 
and  a general  improvement,  small  but  definite,  has  been  achieved 
on  the  level  of  housing.  We  have,  moreover,  ascertained  many 
really  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  and  insanitary  conditions  which 
otherwise  might  not  have  come  to  our  notice.  The  Survey  has  also 
been  of  considerable  value  in  educating  the  public  to  the  necessity 
of  proper  housing  standards. 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 

During  1946  it  is  hoped  to  complete  280  permanent  houses  and 
to  have  1 50  temporary  bungalows  erected : 280  further  houses 

are  ready  to  go  out  to  tender. 


31 


These  figures  differ  from  the  original  programmes  as  set  out 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  1944.  After  the  General  Election  housing 
targets  were  abolished,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  our  own  case  our 
original  target  will  be  exceeded  in  the  first  year,  whilst  the  ultimate 
programme  will  be  more  extensive  than  originally  planned.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  tenders  had  been  invited  for  78  houses  and 
authority  in  respect  of  a further  240  was  awaited. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  Council's  future  building 


programme. 

No.  to 

No.  to 

Type  of  house. 

Parish. 

he  built. 

Parish. 

be  built 

Permanent. 

Albury  

12 

Peaslake 

. . — 

Artington 

— 

Pirbright 

..  28 

Ash  & Normandy 

281 

Puttenham  . 

..  36 

Chilworth 

38 

Ripley  ... 

..  106 

Clandon,  East 

— 

Send 

..  78 

Clandon,  West 

24 

Seale 

12 

Compton 

28 

Shackleford  . 

14 

Effingham  ... 

74 

Shere 

..  70 

Holmbury  St.  Mary 

24 

Tongham 

..  32 

Horsley,  East 

28 

Wanborough 

— 

Horsley,  West 

46 

Wood  Street 

56 

Ockham  

— 

Worplesdon  . 

..  48 

Temporary. 

Ash  

50 

Wood  Street. 

..  50 

Chilworth  

50 

Swedish 

Timber. 

Clandon,  West 

10 

Ripley  ... 

6 

Shackleford 

8 

Apprenticeship  Scheme  at  Georgelands,  Ripley. — Eight 
houses  are  being  built  at  Georgelands,  Ripley,  under  the  Apprentice- 
ship Scheme,  and  good  progress  was  made  after  the  initial  difficulties 
had  been  overcome.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  pair  of  houses 
were  practically  ready  for  roofing,  whilst  sites  had  been  prepared 
and  foundations  laid  for  a second  pair.  This  Scheme  shows  great 
promise,  not  only  of  getting  houses  erected  with  the  minimum  of 
skilled  labour,  but  also  of  training  lads  to  the  building  trade.  The 
value  of  this  training  will  be  evident  within  the  next  few  years,  and 
help  materially  with  the  speedy  erection  of  houses. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  ready  supply  of  fittings,  the  Council 
agreed  to  purchase  sufficient  for  some  40  or  50  houses  and  to  maintain 
that  amount  as  a pool  so  the  construction  should  at  no  time  be  held 
up  for  lack  of  essential  fitments. 


HOME  FARM  ESTATE,  EFFINGHAM. 

The  conditions  at  Home  Farm  Estate,  Effingham,  which  have 
been  such  an  anxiety  to  the  Council  for  many  years  have  been 
carefully  examined. 
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There  are  three  centres  of  development  on  this  estate  : 

(1)  Salmons  Road  adjoining  the  main  Epsom  Road. 

(2)  Culvert  Road,  which  is  a continuation  of  Dirtham 
Lane,  its  meeting  with  Orestan  Lane. 

(3)  Orestan  Lane. 

In  the  first  two  sections  there  are  only  three  permanent  brick 
buildings,  the  others  being  of  a temporary  or  short-lived  character. 
There  is  no  proper  access  road  to  the  Salmons  Road  development, 
and  it  is  considered  that  no  further  development  should  be  allowed 
in  this  area,  and,  as  opportunity  presents  itself,  the  existing  timber- 
framed buildings  should  be  removed. 

It  may  be  permissible  to  allow  a small  extension  of  development 
along  Dirtham  Lane,  but  most  of  the  existing  buildings  are  sheds 
or  other  unsatisfactory  buildings,  and  should  be  removed  whenever 
possible. 

The  Orestan  Lane  area  consists  for  the  most  part  of  permanent 
buildings,  though  there  is  a number  of  small  undesirable  and  un- 
satisfactory structures.  A number  of  vacant  plots  fronting  on 
Orestan  Lane  can  be  utilised  for  development,  but  the  main  concern 
should  be  the  state  of  the  road  itself.  The  access  to  all  this  develop- 
ment is  extremely  unsatisfactory,  and  the  whole  district  would  be 
greatly  improved  by  the  provision  of  a proper  thoroughfare. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are,  in  the  Guildford  Rural  District,  71  producers  of 
ordinary  milk,  15  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and  61 
producers  of  Accredited  milk  under  licence  from  the  County  Council. 

There  are  only  two  pasteurising  plants  licensed  within  the 
District,  although  pasteurised  milk  is  sold  by  7 retailers  under 
Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  sale  of  such  milk  properly 
pasteurised.  There  are  6 retailers  with  Supplementary  Licences  to 
sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

The  quality  of  milk  produced  in  this  District  has  been  well 
maintained. 

WATERCRESS  REDS. 

The  watercress  beds  at  Gomshall  have  been  kept  under  careful 
observation  during  the  year. 
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SHORT  PARTICULARS  OF  MILK  SAMPLING  FOR  THE  YEARS  1941,  1942,  1943,  3944,  1945. 
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MEAT. 


Under  war-time  regulations  the  central  abattoir  in  the  Guildford 
Borough  is  still  used  for  all  slaughtering. 

ANTHRAX. 

Two  cases  of  suspected  anthrax  were  reported  during  the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1938. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and 
I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
information  in  Table  IV  below,  which  shows  the  number  of  samples 
analysed,  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  this  District,  during  1945. 


TABLE  IV. 

RETURN  OF  SAMPLES  ANALYSED  DURING  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1945. 


1 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
Deteriorated 

Prosecu- 

Convic- 

Articles 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

tions 

tions 

Milk  

105 

44 

149 

18 

7 

25 

4 

4 

Cream 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Wines 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Pending 

— 

Spirits^ 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Pending 

— 

Butter 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  Fruit 
Squash 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Totals 

Ill 

45 

156 

24 

7 

31 

4 

1 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


GENERAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  598. 
This  compares  with  178  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  due 
almost  entirely  to  measles,  which,  as  in  1943,  accounted  for  more 
than  80  per  cent,  of  the  notifications. 

The  following  table  shows  the  decrease  or  increase  in  each  of 
the  notifiable  diseases  : 


Disease 

1945 

1944 

1945 

Increase  + 
Decrease  — 

Typhoid 

1 

— 

+ 1 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

46 

58 

—12 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

8 

2 

+ 6 

typhoid)  

— 

— 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

2 

— 2 

Pneumonia  

— 

6 

— 6 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

0 

Erysipelas  

3 

7 

— 4 

Undulant  Fever  

— 

1 

— 1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

3 

1 

+ 2 

Malaria  

1 

— 

-b  1 

Dysentery  

2* 

/13* 

\ It 

—12 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

0 

Measles  

509 

17 

+492 

Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ... 

25 

69 

— 44 

Totals  ...  ...  ... 

598 

177 

+421 

* Sonne,  j Bacillary. 


SMALLPOX. 

Information  is  received  from  time  to  time  of  the  arrival  of 
smallpox  contacts  in  this  country  either  by  sea  or  by  air.  All  such 
persons  are  advised  of  the  circumstances  and  of  the  necessity  for 
reporting  any  suspicious  illness.  Arrangements  for  vaccination  are 
made  when  it  has  not  been  done  recently.  The  number  visited 
during  the  year  was  3. 
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MEASLES. 

During  the  first  three  or  four  months  of  the  year  a considerable 
epidemic  of  measles  occurred.  Fortunately  it  was  of  a very  mild 
type  with  few  complications.  Five  hundred  and  nine  cases  were 
notified,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  does  not  represent  the  total 
number.  One  death  attributed  to  measles  in  the  table  on  page  10 
occurred  elsewhere  and  is  transferred  for  statistical  reasons. 

The  arrangements  previously  made  for  the  supply  of  convales- 
cent serum  from  volunteer  donors  were  again  brought  into  use. 
There  was  a good  response  from  volunteers,  and  ample  supplies  of 
serum  were  obtained.  We  had  25  calls,  most  of  them  of  an  exceedingly 
urgent  and  necessitous  character. 

TYPHOID. 

The  solitary  case  of  typhoid  occurred  in  an  institution  and, 
although  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  beyond  doubt,  it  was  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the  infection.  Fortunately  there 
were  no  subsequent  cases,  no  doubt  due  to  the  very  early  recognition 
and  removal  of  the  case. 

SONNE  DYSENTERY. 

Only  two  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified,  although  it  is 
known  in  fact  that  a very  large  number  of  cases  did  occur.  Sonne 
Dysentery  is  an  annual  occurrence  and  has  been  noted  for  at  least 
the  past  twelve  years.  It  is  generally  of  a mild  type  and  seldom 
causes  anxiety  except  when  occurring  in  institutions — particularly 
residential  nurseries. 

There  is  no  certainty  as  to  its  method  of  spread,  but  judging 
from  experience  in  institutions  it  seems  probable  that  it  is  carried 
by  hand  from  case  to  case. 

SCABIES. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a serious  recrudescence 
of  scabies,  possibly  associated  with  the  return  of  members  of  the 
Forces  from  overseas.  Serious  difficulties  were  encountered  in 
arranging  treatment,  emphasising  the  necessity  of  employing  a nurse 
for  this  type  of  work  and  such  similar  duties. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Eight  cases  were  notified,  4 of  them  in  a children’s  hostel. 
Unfortunately  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  if  any  of  them  had 
been  previously  immunised,  all  being  evacuees.  Two  cases  were 
military.  The  other  two  cases  had  been  immunised.  One  child  of 
six  years  was  reported  to  have  been  immunised  in  February,  1945, 
but  no  details  could  be  ascertained.  The  other  case,  a child  of 
seven  years  attending  Worplesdon  School,  was  immunised  by  us 
in  November,  1943.  No  Schick  Test  had  been  done. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  58  visits  were  made  to  schools,  and  in  the 
following  schools  every  child  has  been  successfully  immunised  : 

West  Clandon  C.  of  E.  School. 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  C.  of  E.  School. 

Seale  C.  of  E.  School. 

Wanborough  Council  School. 

Cumner  House  School,  Seale. 

The  approximate  estimated  total  number  of  children  in  the 
District  at  31st  December,  1945,  was  3,372  under  5 years  of  age, 
and  4,494  between  5 and  15  years. 

The  total  number  of  children  (including  temporary  residents) 
who  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation  during  1945  was  287 
under  5 years  of  age,  and  83  between  5 and  15  years  of  age.  In 
addition,  101  school  children  received  1st  injections,  62  were 
re-immunised,  and  60  Schick  Tested. 

On  6th  December,  a diphtheria  case  resident  outside  the 
District  was  reported  from  Effingham  Central  School.  Dr.  Johns 
visited  and  swabbed  64  children,  and  as  a result  one  carrier  was 
removed  from  the  school.  The  school  was  then  visited  for  the 
purpose  of  re-immunising  those  children  who  had  not  been  treated 
since  1940.  Forty-three  children  availed  themselves  of  this  treat- 
ment, many  special  requests  from  their  parents  having  been 
received. 

Letters  were  written  to  the  following  schools  with  poor  per- 
centages of  immunisation  and  propaganda  leaflets  were  enclosed. 
These  had  fairly  good  results  : 

Peaslake  C.  of  E.  School. 

Shackleford  C.  of  E.  School. 

East  Horsley  C.  of  E.  School. 

Albury  C.  of  E.  School. 

Victoria  Hall,  Ash. 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  C.  of  E.  School. 

Schick  Testing  started  again  in  the  Autumn.  On  16th  Novem- 
ber, 28  children  were  Schick  Tested  at  Ash  Wyke  School,  27  were 
found  to  be  negative,  and  one  showed  a strong  positive  result.  On 
28th  November,  14  children  were  Schick  Tested  at  Pirbright  School 
— all  of  these  were  negative.  On  6th  December,  17  children  were 
Schick  Tested  at  Effingham  Council  School.  All  of  these  were 
negative. 

All  cases  with  consent  cards  had  been  treated  by  the  end  of 
December,  except  those  given  first  injections  in  the  four  weeks 
preceding  that  date. 

The  percentage  of  children  treated  under  5 years  of  age  is  still 
disappointing,  though  better  than  previous  years.  It  is  estimated 
that  33  per  cent,  are  now  treated.  Efforts  were  made  to  improve  the 
position,  without  much  success.  There  is  no  doubt  that  lack  of 
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personal  contact  with  the  parents  is  mainly  responsible  for  our 
comparative  failure.  A great  many  children  do  not  attend  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  proportionately  more  in  a rural  district  than  in  a 
town.  The  co-operation  of  District  Nursing  Associations  was 
invited,  and  they  endeavoured  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their 
children  immunised  at  an  early  age.  The  results  were  not  as  satis- 
factory as  they  hoped.  We  do  still  send  cards  on  the  first  birthday 
of  each  child,  but  I am  doubtful  if  this  secures  sufficient  response 
to  justify  the  labour  and  trouble  involved. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  appointment  of  a visiting  nurse 
to  make  home  visits  and  to  discuss  the  subject  with  parents.  A 
decision  to  appoint  such  a nurse  was  reached  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  no  appointment  was  made  before  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided 
that  as  from  1st  January,  1946,  the  responsibility  for  immunising 
pre-school  age  children  should  rest  with  the  County  Council. 

In  contrast  to  the  low  percentage  recorded  for  the  pre-school 
age  children,  the  figures  for  school-age  children  are  remarkably 
good.  Obviously  this  is  the  result  of  having  the  children  together 
in  groups  at  the  school  and  the  ability  to  make  a direct  personal 
approach. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 
UNDULANT  FEVER. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  in  the  District  during 
1945. 

SCHOOL  ABSENTEES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  absent  from 
school  suffering,  or  suspected  to  be  suffering,  from  any  infectious 
or  contagious  disease,  including  contacts  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 
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TABLE  V.  SCHOOL  ABSENTEES,  1945. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Jaundice 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

; German  Measles  j 

Impetigo 

Ringworm  1 

Mumps 

Whooping-cough 

X- 

Scabies 

Totals 

Albury  C.  of  E 

7 

7 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ash  Common  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ash  Yale  Council  

4 

— 

— 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

37 

Victoria  Hall,  Ash  

Ash  Walsh  C.  of  E 

5 

— 

— 

36 

41 

Ash  Wyke 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Artington  Evacuated  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chilworth  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

19 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clandon,  East,  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Clandon,  West,  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

1 

21 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Compton  C.  of  E 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

8 

Effingham  Council  

— 

— 

— 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  C.  of  E.  ... 

— 

7 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

Horsley,  East,  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Horsley,  West,  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ockham  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Peaslake  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pirbright  Council  

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

30 

Puttenham  C.  of  E 

1 

— 

1 

27 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

32 

Ripley  C.  of  E 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

16 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Seale  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Send  C.  of  E.  (J.M.  & Infants) 

4 

— 

43 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

59 

and  Evacuees 

Shackleford  C.  of  E.  

— 

— 

1 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

27 

Shalford  Mixed 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

7 

and  Evacuees 

Shalford  Council  Infants 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shere  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Tongham  C.  of  E 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wanborough  Council  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wood  Street  Council  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

and  Evacuees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Worplesdon,  Perry  Hill  Council 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

and  Evacuees 

1 

Totals  

31 

7 

78 

289 

4 

— 

1 

15 

47 

11 

483 

40 


> 

w 

H-l 

PQ 

< 

H 


41 


TABLE  VII.  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

PARISH  BY  PARISH. 
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CANCER. 

There  were  75  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  1945  : 
41  male  and  34  female.  The  age  incidence  of  these  persons  is 
shown  in  the  table  below  : 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Site 

Under 

20 

20- 

-30 

30- 

-40 

40- 

-50 

50- 

-60 

60- 

-70 

70- 

-80 

Over 

80 

Totals 

Grand 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1945 

1944 

Alimen- 
tary ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

5 

— 

6 

4 

1 

1 

14 

10 

24 

39 

Breast  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

1 

Lung  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

6 

3 

9 

7 

Liver  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

3 

Tongue 

Other  ... 

1 

1 

— 

4 

8 

6 

7 

4 

1 

1 

17 

16 

33 

25 

1945 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 

17 

9 

17 

12 

3 

2 

41 

34 

75 

75  1 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  cancer  during  the 
last  fifteen  years  : 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  THE  LAST  FIFTEEN 

YEARS. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Death-Rate 

1931  

9 

22 

31 

1.27 

1932  

16 

23 

39 

1.45 

*1933  

21 

22 

43 

1.32 

1934  

27 

19 

46 

1.45 

1935  

30 

34 

64 

1.95 

1936  

33 

23 

56 

1.73 

1937  

28 

31 

59 

1.75 

1938  

25 

25 

50 

1.42 

1939  

28 

37 

65 

1.62 

1940  

19 

41 

60 

1.58 

1941  

30 

42 

72 

1.75 

1942  

29 

41 

70 

1.79 

1943  

38 

55 

93 

2.47 

1944  

42 

33 

75 

1.98 

194  5 

41 

34 

75 

2.35 

*Extension  of  boundary,  1st  April,  1933. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  cases  on 
the  Register  at  31st  December,  for  the  last  12  years  : 


Year 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pul 

monary 

Total  Number 
on  Register  at 
31st  December 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1934 

58 

39 

40 

26 

163 

1935 

52 

38 

36 

25 

151 

1936 

56 

35 

26 

24 

141 

1937 

52 

45 

24 

25 

146 

1938 

56 

36 

21 

27 

140 

1939 

58 

48 

21 

28 

155 

1940 

75 

52 

21 

36 

184 

1941 

82 

57 

27 

39 

205 

1942 

85 

64 

30 

45 

224 

1943 

90 

61 

33 

32 

216 

1944 

101 

70 

37 

60 

268 

1945  ... 

103 

74 

33 

59 

269 

During  1945  there  were  39  new  cases  (Primary  and  others). 
They  were  distributed  in  the  following  Parishes  : 


Albury  1 

Artington 2 

Ash  14 

Horsley,  East 5 

Puttenham  1 

Ripley  2 

Shackleford  3 


Shalford  2 

Send  1 

Shere 2 

Tongham  2 

Wanborough  2 

Worplesdon  2 


Table  VIII  on  page  45  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in  age 
periods  ; pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  figures  are  given 
separately. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  so  noticeable 
during  the  war  years  appears  to  have  been  halted,  or  at  any  rate 
slowed  down.  The  actual  number  of  notifications  is  the  lowest 
since  1937,  although  the  total  number  on  the  register  is  not  reduced . 
Housing  and  living  conditions  must  continue  to  be  a cause  of 
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TABLE  VIII.  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


45 


Twenty-eight  of  these  were  primary  notifications,  11  were  persons  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  Guildford  Rural 
District  during  the  year,  and  2 were  cases  notified  after  death  (i.e.,  from  Death  Returns,  etc.) 


anxiety,  the  risks  of  infection,  particularly  to  children,  being 
increased  enormously  where  there  is  overcrowding  or  insanitary 
living  accommodation,  occupied  by  any  infectious  case  of  tuber- 
culosis. It  is  gratifying  that  the  serious  risk  is  appreciated,  and  the 
most  urgent  of  this  nature  have  been  allocated  better  houses.  At 
the  same  time  there  must  be  a great  many  unsatisfactory  cases 
not  discovered.  The  improved  economic  level  and  better  feeding 
of  the  public  generally,  and  particularly  of  children,  no  doubt 
counteracts  to  some  extent  the  adverse  of  factors.  There  is  also  a 
better  understanding  by  the  general  public  of  the  conditions 
affecting  tuberculosis.  There  is  thus  reason  to  hope  and  expect 
that  as  soon  as  housing  requirements  can  be  overtaken,  the  war 
against  tuberculosis  should  have  greater  success  than  ever  before. 


The  following  table  shows  the  notification  and  deaths  in  the 
District,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Notification 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death-Rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
Population 

1936 

35 

1.08 

13 

0.40 

1937 

43 

1.26 

18 

0.54 

1938 

43 

1.23 

16 

0.46 

1939 

45 

1.22 

10 

0.25 

1940 

59 

1.39 

17 

0.45 

1941 

49 

1.11 

12 

0.29 

1942 

53 

1.36 

22 

0.56 

1943 

63 

1.67 

22 

0.53 

1944 

61 

1.61 

9 

0.24 

1945 

39 

1.06 

20 

0.54 

TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  has  continued.  During  the  year, 
33  cases  were  considered  by  the  Committee,  31  of  which  were 
given  assistance.  In  25  cases  this  took  the  form  of  the  supply  of 
free  milk ; in  one  the  provision  of  a dressing-gown  and  free  milk ; 
in  another  a bed,  bedding,  clothing  and  free  milk ; in  another  the 
payment  of  railway  fare ; another  the  payment  of  pocket  money 
whilst  in  Sanatorium,  and  in  another  the  provision  of  clothing. 
The  expenditure  involved  during  the  year  by  these  grants  was 
£164  4s.7d.  In  addition,  donations  were  made  to  the  Holiday 
Fund  and  the  Samaritan  Fund  of  the  Standing  Conference  of  the 
Surrey  T.B.  Care  Committees. 

£37  5s. 4d.  was  raised  by  the  sale  of  Christmas  Seals. 

The  Care  Committee  had  a balance  of  £77  9s. 7d.  at  31st 
December,  1945. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Guildford 
Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1945. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was 
1,379,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made  : 

Visits  re  Nuisances  241 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  73 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 76 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops  12 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  4 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Butchers’  Shops  43 

Visits  to  Shops  51 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 39 

Visits  to  Knackers’  Yards  5 

Visits  to  Shops  (Shops  Acts)  24 

Visits  to  Refuse  Tips  14 

Inspections  under  Section  5 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  63 

Re-inspections  (Houses)  98 

Drains  Inspected 343 

Applications  for  Council  Houses  investigated — 

Visits  to  Swimming  Pools  — 

Enquiries  re  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  30 

Other  Visits  263 


T otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1 ,379 


NOTICES. 

Statutory  Notices  served  3 

Preliminary  Notices  served 261 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  2 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  233 

Notices  not  complied  with 29 
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SUMMARY. 


Legal  Proceedings  2 

Milk  Samples  for  Bacterial  Examination  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Unsatisfactory  7 

Water  Samples  for  Analysis  : 

Satisfactory  29 

Unsatisfactory  3 

Watercress  Beds  Samples  — 

Infected  Premises  disinfected  52 

Premises  Disinfected  for  other  causes  — 

Houses  cleansed  — 

Nuisances  107 

Rats  and  Mice  Nuisances  abated  51 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  slaughter-houses 
during  the  year  which  are  now  licensed  annually. 


Albury  1 

Ash  4 

Horsley,  East 1 

Puttenham  1 

Ripley  1 

Shalford 2 

Shere  ...  2 

Tongham  1 


Due  to  centralised  slaughtering  the  above  slaughter-houses  have 
had  little  or  no  use. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  Council  undertake  the  work  of  cesspool  emptying,  free  of 
charge,  throughout  the  District  and  this  work  has  materially 
increased  during  the  year.  The  Council  employ  for  this  purpose 
seven  Dennis  motor  vehicles  of  the  vacuum  type. 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  work  it  has  not  been  possible 
at  all  times  to  carry  out  the  work  sufficiently  frequently  to  avoid 
complaints,  and  this  particularly  applies  during  the  winter  period 
and  is  most  marked  in  certain  areas  of  the  District  where  the  nature 
of  the  sub-soil  is  clay. 

Dumping  of  the  contents  of  the  machines  is  either  on  to  farm 
land  or  controlled  tips  or  into  the  Council's  sewers,  where  suitable 
manholes  are  available.  At  certain  times  of  the  year  it  is  difficult 
to  provide  a suitable  tip  within  a reasonable  distance. 
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SCAVENGING. 


The  Council  still  continue  to  empty  pail  closets  in  the  Parish 
of  Ash,  the  Tongham  area  of  the  Parish  of  Seale  and  parts  of  the 
Parishes  of  Shalford,  St.  Martha  and  Albury. 

The  work  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour,  the  pails  being 
emptied  twice  weekly,  and  the  method  of  collection  is  by  means 
of  special  tanks  fitted  in  the  refuse  vehicles.  The  scheme  cannot  be 
regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory,  but  it  does  provide  a useful 
service  in  areas  where,  by  reason  of  the  height  of  sub-soil  water,  or 
unsatisfactory  or  inadequate  gardens,  the  work  cannot  be  carried 
out  by  the  tenants. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE. 

The  Council  undertake  a periodical  collection  of  refuse  and 
salvage  from  the  whole  of  the  District.  In  some  Parishes  a fort- 
nightly collection  is  carried  out,  while  in  the  more  rural  areas  the 
work  is  carried  out  monthly,  but  it  may  be  that  with  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  a more  frequent  collection  will  be  carried  out  as  was 
done  in  pre-war  days.  The  Council  employ  five  Dennis  refuse 
freighters,  as  also  a lorry  for  the  collection  of  certain  articles  of 
salvage. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a falling-off  in  the  amount  of 
salvage  collected,  and  this  particularly  applies  to  metals,  following 
a direction  that  this  type  of  material  was  not  in  urgent  demand. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tips  at  Stonebridge, 
Shalford,  and  at  Ash.  Shalford  depot  also  provides  facilities  for  the 
baling  of  waste  paper  and  textiles,  as  also  the  separation  of  waste 
generally. 

The  total  sales  from  salvage  during  the  year  have  amounted  to 
£2,162. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  connection  with  the  North- 
Eastern  Area  Sewerage  Scheme  has,  throughout  the  year,  given  a 
first-class  effluent  and  a few  additional  properties  have  been 
connected  to  the  sewer.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  labour  is  available 
it  is  proposed  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  owners  to  connect  to  the 
sewer  where  the  existing  drainage  is  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  detailed  plans  have  been  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  completion  of  the  sewerage 
at  Send  which  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  whole  of  that 
Parish  on  to  the  main  drainage. 

The  main  drainage  scheme  at  Shere  has  necessitated  consider- 
able work  being  carried  out  in  the  cleansing  of  the  sewers  primarily 
to  give  greater  facilities  for  the  Tannery  effluent  at  Gomshall. 
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The  Parish  of  Shalford,  which  drains  into  the  sewers  of  the 
Guildford  Corporation,  has  required  little  attention  during  the  year, 
and  this  also  applies  to  a small  area  in  the  Parish  of  Worplesdon 
draining  into  the  Borough  sewers. 

NORTH  - WESTERN  AREA  SEWERAGE  SCHEME. 

During  the  year,  following  instructions  by  the  Council,  con- 
siderable work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  preparation  of  a major 
scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  Parish  of  Ash,  the  Tongham  area  of  the 
Parish  of  Seale,  and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Worplesdon  and 
Wranborough.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  the  Scheme  sometime  in 
1946  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A small  area  at  Ash  provided  with  main  sewers  and  draining 
to  a temporary  disposal  works  has  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 
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